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Fishbanks Assignment 

  

The first Fishbanks stimulation game was played out in an open market, with no 
community rules or standards, a sort of free for all with the exception of set costs of boats, 
market value of fish, and cost of boats to be in harbor, coast, or deep ocean. The second game 
played was a collaboration and community effort between all the teams to decide on a way to 
regulate the fishing in the game. 

 
The image above is a reflection of the game with little policy & regulation, with all ships 

working to their best of abilities and how they feel is the most profitable, with little care for the 
anything else. In graphed detail you can see that the deep water fish almost immediately 
disappeared, the coastal fish had some time before being dried out, and money in the bank 
spiked and immediately plateaued after a fast decline following the fish catch patterns. 



 
In the image above, the details have been combined into one graph so you can see the 

relationships between the coastal and deep fishes, and money in the bank. 



 
The second game, and image above, reflect a society that took time to group together 

to be aware and join the same page in order to not over fish. While the deep water fish 
declined to zero, the coastal fish and money in the bank, though very rocky, stayed sustainable 
to the fishing community. The below photo reflects the individual details in three graphs. The 
money in the bank had a steady incline followed by a slow decline to which hopefully plateaued 
around $25,000 or above in the coming years. 



 
 

 It was interesting and insightful to play the Fishbanks game twice, with the individual set 
ups, and to see the outcomes. There seems to be a relationship between having no regulation 
to a minimal amount of regulation to assist all “teams” in the opportunity for them all to work 
out their best-case-scenarios. 
 

Many of my thoughts and ideas on the two systems (or lack thereof) of this game gave 
me an immediate connection to a sign I saw at the aquarium today, below, and an idea of what 
types of system and considerations that might have been used in the creation of the Seafood 
Watch Program. 

 


